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(Muscadivora aenea kwantungensis, subsp. nov.)
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ON A NEW GREEN IMPERIAL PIGEON
FROM THE DISTRICT OF LO-FAO-SHAN, KWANGTUNG, CHINA
CHOU YU-YUAH

Muscadivora aenea kwangtungensis, subsp. nov. (Columbiformes : Columbidae).

Maie (No, 8021)—Head, neck and lower parts except the under tail-coverts
ashy grey suffused everywhere with vinous pink, which on the belly more
conspicuous and on the head of the older bird even changes into chestnut;
forehead and extreme chin somewhat whitish; back, rump, upper tail-coverts
and exposed position of the wing, excepting the primaries, dark, brilliant metallic
green with reflections of red—copper; tail bluish green above; under tail-coverts
liver-coloured; primaries and secondaries blackish above, more or less grey on
the outer webs; rectrices and quills beneath browan.

Female (No. 8022)—Differs irom the male in having the grey of the head,
neck and lower parts purer, with less vinous pink; dark grey on the head of
the older bird in place of chestnut; the green of the upper plumage is also
purer, almost without reflections of red-copper.

Iris deep red ; bill yellowish or reddish at the tip and black on the base
while the bill of younger birds horny-grey at the tip ; legs and feet yellowish
or deep coral-red ; claws yellowish or reddish black.

Male: Total length 380 mm.; wing 228 mm.; tail 135 mm.; tarsus 26 mm.;

culmen 20 mm.
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Female: Total length 385mm.; wing 230mm.; tail 138mm.; tassus 27mm.;
culmen 23.5mm.

-The measurements of the other specimens collected by us :

Male: Total length about 360mm.; wing about 225mm.; tail about 130mm.;
tassus about 26mm.; culmen about 20mm.

Female: Total length about 370mm.; wing about 230mn.; tail about 132mm.;
tarsus about 26mm.; culmen about 22mm.

Types: male (No. 8021), 10, 3; 1955; female (No. 8022) 10, 4, 1955; collected
from the district of Lo-Fao-Shan and reserved in the Biological Department
of Sun Yat-sen University, Canton, China.

It is a strong flighter which chiefly feeds on the fruits of Canarium pimela
Koenig and other plants.

It differs from Musdicavora aenea aenea and M. a. sylvatica chiefly in sex
unlike, measurements lesser (as total length under 400mm.) and chestnut and

dark grey on the head of the older male and female separately.



